Protoplast fusion in the yeast Candida utilis.
Protoplasts obtained by snail enzyme treatment from two stable auxotrophic mutants of the yeast Candida utilis were induced to fuse by the use of polyethylene glycol. The hybrids formed from the auxotrophic parental strains were selected by complementation on stabilized minimal medium. Many of the hybrids were unstable and readily dissociated into their parental strains. Others, in which parental nuclei had fused, gave stable hybrid progeny. cytological and genetic evidence of these processes is presented.